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Would we want to be seen there? Where
would he really be most welcomed? Answer
those questions quietly within yourself,
then share your responses with the group.

Checking Your Tool Box

Anyone who can see, hear, and feel can find
brokenness in our world. Rising suicide
rates, drug abuse throughout society,
teenagers having babies, racial tension,
endless violence across the globe, and abuse
of our environment remind us of that daily.
We hit and hurt, reject and ridicule, demean
and destroy each other, ourselves, and the
world. We also suffer from natural disasters
(which for too long we have called “acts of
God"”). Earthquakes and hurricanes, famines
and floods, and changing climates and
raging fires shatter lives daily.

Our belief in God, Jesus, and the Spirit takes
place in the midst of this brokenness. Our
God, who is and does, calis us to be and do
in this broken world. In fact, from the
Christian perspective, God calls us most
earnestly in and because of that brokenness.
God responds to the brokenness with
gospel, “good news.”

B Describe a “broken” situation where you
have seen the church proclaiming the
gospel. Did everything about the church’s
being present there make sense?
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with offers of healing and wholeness.

Our gracious God works to bring healing
and wholeness to our brokenness. This
happens in many ways, but they all fall into
three categories.

1. God has created us with the potential to
help one another heal and become
whole. We have the capacity to treat one
another justly, settle our differences, and
consider ourselves partners rather than
opponents. As we develop and use this
capacity, the results exceed our
expectations because the presence of God
joins us and works within us.

B Describe a time when you were an agent
of the gospel or when you received the
gospel through others.

What barriers had to be overcome to
make the gospel known?

What adjustments had to be made to
your personal agenda?

2. God has filled the world with wonders.
Sights of beauty astound us, wonders
make us marvel, and life often seems
awesome and miraculous. In ways we
realize and ways we do not, the presence
of God within those realities heals us and
moves us toward wholeness.

3.In ways beyond our understanding God
touches us when brokenness brings us to
the point of crying out for someone to
hear. We experience times when we call,
“Please help me!” and someone does,
even though we see no one there.






