< Checking Your Toolbox

In the United States, the bill we hand to the
clerk reads, “In God We Trust.” At the
opening of the club meeting, we tace the
tlag and recite, “one nation under God.”
When the screwdriver we're using as a
chisel slips and digs into our flesh, the air
may resound with a vigorous “God bless!”
(or something “similar”). Whether or not
we discuss it, we acknowledge the existence
of something or someone called God.

“Who or what is God?” We seldom ask that
question. We typically assume that, like the
air we breathe and the ground beneath us,
God simply exists. We can, however,
breathe without knowing that the air is
approximately twenty percent oxygen, and
stand without knowing of microbes and
minerals under our feet. Can we, in the
same way, assume that we can have a
relationship with God about whom we
know little or nothing? Even if we admit
that there is no definitive definition of God,
doesn’t our claim and longing to believe in
God make it essential to know and say
something? Doesn’t a God of revelation
invoke a response?
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the only one always able to say, “l am.”

God was the first one to say, “I am.” God
existed before anyone or anything could
know God existed. God is the being that
makes “being” possible.

God will be the last one to say, “I am.”
Everyone and everything comes to an end:
our best friend, our family, an oak tree, our
nation, and our universe. But God will not
end. God always will be.

God is the only one always able to say, “I
am.” Everyone and everything comes from
something else. Children come from their
parents, who come from the earth, which
comes from the elements that comprise it,
which come from other elements. But who
or what caused or created the first elements?
To that we answer, “God.” God doesn’t
need anything else in order to be. In the
name given to Moses, God says, “I AM WHO |
aMm” (Exodus 3:14). Only God always is.

That is a start, but to say that God is, is not
enough. There is more to God than that.
We can also say that God does. God acts.
God creates, destroys, sustains, directs,
forms, transforms, despises, loves, and
more. God does. That is good news! A God
who only is might choose simply to be.






