Ponder that question quietly within
yourself, then share your response with the

group.
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God invites us into a relationship. We
receive a call to be and do with our God of
being and doing. Entering that relationship,
however, can be difficult. How can we relate
to a God who is deeper than our most
profound thoughts, not bound by time and
space, and beyond our descriptive powers?
We can acknowledge the presence of God,
but it takes more than that to have a
relationship with God.

The Christian faith proclaims that God
bridges the gap between divinity and
humanity. We consider Jesus the most
complete expression of this. Jesus brings
humanity and divinity together. We know
him as a man who lived in Nazareth and as
“Son of God.” It remains a mystery how a
human being can also be divine. People
have wrestled with that concept for
centuries. At the heart of this mystery lies
the belief that Jesus reveals God’s being and
doing in the flesh.

Jesus puts a face on God. The author of
Matthew names Mary’s child “Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us” (Matthew
1:23). Just as fathers put their faces close
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B Out of all the ways that God could interact
and communicate with us, why would God
come “in the flesh”?

Jesus reveals how God functions. In his life
and ministry, Jesus reveals the kind of doing
God intends. Jesus touched people others
shunned and spoke to people religious
leaders ignored. He told stories that made
foreigners and failures models of faith. He
ate in the homes of the influential and the
despised. He taught all those who would
listen and cared for all who had need. He
offered physical and emotional healing, and
he forgave sins. He revealed the inclusive
and loving nature of God’s being and doing.
He did that to the point of dying on the
cross for us, indicating how much God
wants a relationship with us.

W What does the variety of people among
whom Jesus lived and worked reveal about
God?

Jesus reveals what God expects. Jesus said
things such as “you cannot serve God and
wealth” (Luke 16:13) and “love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute
you” (Matthew 5:44). He challenged those
who follow him to “deny themselves and
take up their cross” (Mark 8:34). Following
that advice and obeying such commands
demand our best efforts. Jesus makes it
clear that having a relationship with our
inclusive and loving God means accepting
life-changing obligations and responsibilities.






